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Earth Day Festivities 
Saturday, April 9, 2005 


You may think that humans are the most dominant 
species on Earth, and in many ways we are — we 
certainly consume more of Earth’s resources than any 
other species. But here’s a fact that might make you 
reconsider our place on the planet: if you put all of the 
ants on Earth on one scale and all of the humans on 
another, the two groups would weigh roughly the same 
amount. We share our planet with a vast number of life 
forms, and each of them — even the smallest species — 
plays an integral role in the Earth’s ecosystem. On April 
9, 2005, learn more about the wonders of our world, as 
well as ways to protect it, by joining the Earth Day 
festivities at the Academy of Sciences. 

z yt In addition to special 

/] Earth Day programs put on by 
Academy scientists, docents, 
and interns, the Earth Day 
celebration at the Academy 
will feature family activities 
presented by a number of the museum’s community part- 
ners. Visitors will be able to view live plankton tows and 
b-| try their hand at video microscopy with the Romberg 

_) Tiburon Center, touch live examples of aquatic invasive 
species at the Smithsonian Estuarine Research Center 
station, and build recycled craft projects with help from 
the Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary. 
Additionally, participants will have the chance to explore the Pacific Energy Center, 
which is located just two doors down from the Academy at 875 Howard Street. There, 
guests can engage in hands-on exercises and demonstrations that address electric- 
ity, magnetism, energy generation, and energy saving ideas. 


Visitors can examine plankton 
with help from the Romberg 
Tiburon Center. 
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Howard the Gi-ANT will host Earth Day at the Academy this year. 


The festivities will be 
hosted by Howard the 
Gi-ANT, the Academy’s 
huggable mascot. 
Howard will be joined by 
another animal ambassador — 
a peregrine falcon that will fly 
through Academy halls at 
1 pm and 2:45 pm. During this 
special program, presented in 
conjunction with the Predatory Bird Research Group 
from the University of California at Santa Cruz, visitors 
can learn what scientists are doing to protect raptors in 
California. 

If the festivities on April 9 don’t fit into your sched- 
ule, be sure to pay a pre-Earth Day visit to the Academy 
between March 23 and April 8, when the museum will 
host a wide 
variety of 
exciting Spring Break activities to help 
families learn about the natural world. 
During these programs, visitors can meet a 
live desert tortoise and a tiger salamander, 
watch a SCUBA diver enter the Coral Reef 
tank to feed the fish, and much more. Fora f 
full list of Spring Break activities, check the 
calendar on pages 4 and 5. 
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Meet a tiger salamander on Saturday, March 26. See 
page 4 for more details. 


Asian-Pacific Heritage Month 


Chinese Vegetable Carving 

In the hands of Chinese chef and culinary artist Jimmy 
Zhang, ordinary vegetables and fruits are transformed into 
edible works of art. Carved in the form of animals, flowers, 
birds and insects, these miniature sculptures are used as a 
| decorative food garnish or an elaborate table centerpiece. 
Saturday, May 21, 10 am-4 pm, 1st Floor 


| Textiles from the Pacific Islands 


| Polynesian Barkcloth 

Textiles made from barkcloth (tapa) 
are created throughout the Pacific Islands and play an 
important role in the social life of island people. Often fash- 
ioned into garments, barkcloth can be worn or exchanged on 
ceremonial occasions. On May 21, two presentations of tapa 
cloth, from Tonga and from Hawaii, will take place simultane- 
ously, allowing visitors to compare the techniques, tools, 
and regional motifs of two cultural traditions. Siu Tuita and 
members of the Otufelenite Tongan Community of the Bay 
Area will demonstrate the process of creating tapa (called 
ngatu in the Tongan language). They will be joined by Kaleo 
DaSa and the Kapa Hui group, who will present the Hawaiian 
version of tapa, called kappa. 
Saturday, May 21, 10 am-4 pm, Academy Classroom 


Hawaiian Featherwork 

In ancient times, Hawaiians excelled in the artistry of applied featherwork, fashion- 
ing capes and helmets (reserved for male chiefs) and leis (worn by royal women). 
Herman Tachera continues this legacy, creating colorful hatbands and leis from 
pheasant, peacock, and dyed goose feathers. 

Saturday, May 21, 10 am-4 pm, Academy Classroom 


jimmy Zhang 


Tu ita 


Put a spring in your step during Spring Break this year by visiting 
the Academy, where you can watch penguins dip and dive, spot colorful _ 
clownfish darting in and out of anemones, and even join in on the splashing — 


at the Touch Tidepool. The Academy has planned an exciting array of special 
Spring Break programming, including appearances by live animals. _ 
‘Check the calendar on pages 4 and 5formore information, = 


Japanese Paper Origami 

Fold your own origami figure to take home, and learn about the traditional Japanese 
art of paper origami. Master origami artists will be on site to explain the cultural 
meaning of this traditional Japanese craft. 

Saturday, May 21, 10 am-4 pm, Steinhart Aquarium 


SPECIAL EVENT FOR “THIRD THURSDAY” IN MAY 


Music and Dance of the Philippines 
Through traditional narrative dances, 
poetry, and song, the Kulintang Dance 
Theater brings to life the images of daily 
village life in the Philippines. Dance 
movements range from the subtle 
gestures of an elegant princess to the 
powerful trance dance of the warrior. 
Thursday, May 19, 6 & 8 pm 

,,| Academy Classroom. 

=| Read more about Third Thursday on 
page 6. 
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TO MEMBERS 


Spring is a time for growth and change, and the 
Academy has taken the spirit of the season to heart ina 
number of exciting ways. This newsletter includes infor- 
mation about a number of new educational offerings, 
including Camp Edventure More! — a summer camp 
collaboration between the Academy, the Exploratorium, 
and the YMCA. 
Additionally, a new 
outreach van sprout- 
ing images of the 
natural world has hit 
the streets to help 
carry Academy 
education programs 
to schools, fairs, 
and community 
centers throughout 
the greater Bay Area. 

| am also pleased 
to announce that 
Chris Andrews, 
Ph.D., has joined the 
Academy as the new 
Director of Steinhart 
Aquarium. Chris is 
the former Executive Director of the South Carolina 
Aquarium in Charleston, where he demonstrated the 
ability to plan for and create a celebrated new facility. 
He will be an invaluable asset to the Academy as we 
prepare for the opening of the new Academy in Golden 
Gate Park. Those of you who have driven past the park 
recently may have noticed that demolition of the 
Academy’s old buildings is almost complete. Africa Hall 
has been protected, and we are preparing to break 
ground on the new facility later this year. 

Besides containing news about exciting develop- 
ments at the Academy, this newsletter is itself an 
example of change - it is the first issue to be published 
in our new quarterly format, which will allow us to 
communicate with members in a more environmentally 
friendly way. Those of you who would like to hear from 
us more frequently can sign up to receive monthly elec- 
tronic updates at www.calacademy.org/enews. | hope 
to see you all soon at Howard Street. 


Executive Director Patrick Kociolek, Ph.D. 


—Patrick Kociolek,. Executive Director 


Donate to the 
Humane Society 


Drop off items during 
Spring Break at the Academy 


A lifelong love of nature and wildlife can 
begin with a childhood love of animals. 
During Spring Break this year, your 
children can learn how to care for 
_the animals in their community 
by donating much-needed 
_ items to the Humane Society. 
Stop by the Nature Nest, the 
Academy’s playspace for young children, anytime 
between March 23 and April 10 to drop off items for the 
Bay Area Humane Societies. Below is a list of items that 
are needed: 


e Old newspapers 

¢ Old tennis balls 

e Large shoeboxes 

¢ Used blankets and towels 

¢ New Kongs, Nylabones and hard rubber balls 

e Ping-pong and golf balls, catnip toys 

e Soft dog treats (unopened) for training classes 

e Leashes and collars (nylon/leather) 

e Paper towels and toilet paper for nests 

¢ Booda Comfy Perches for exotic birds 

e Chicken-flavored baby food for wildlife 

e Cardboard tissue boxes 

e Pine cones, untreated wicker plate holders, heavy 
plastic key rings or shower rings for rabbits 
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ADULT AND FAMILY COURSES 


From Certainty to Complexity: The Evolution 
of Science 

Seminar with John Dillon 

Explore the history of science from the ancient Greeks 
to the present and discover how it began, how it 
changed, and what it is now. Suitable for adults and 
teens ages fifteen and up. 

Four Tuesdays: March 8, 15, 22 & 29, 7-9 pm 
Academy Classroom; $40 members, $50 non-members 


Whale & Coastal Wildlife Cruise 


Field trip with Ronn Patterson 

Watch one of nature’s most spectacular events — the 
annual migration of the California gray whale - ona 
voyage aboard the Delphinus. The trip begins with an 
informative cruise across San Francisco Bay and ends 
with a sunset cruise back to the Berkeley Marina. 
Suitable for adults and teens ages fifteen and up. 
Saturday, March 12, 7 am-5 pm 

Berkeley Marina, Berkeley 

$75 members, $85 non-members 


Coyote Hills Regional Park 

Field trip with Dan Murphy 

Birdwatch the open waters, mudflats, marshes, and 
uplands of Coyote Hills Regional Park. Located at 
Fremont’s bay shoreline, the scenic site provides a 
rich avian habitat, ideal for an array of waterfowl, 
shorebirds, and marshbirds. Suitable for adults and 
teens ages fifteen and up. 

Saturday, March 19, 8:30 am-2 pm 

Coyote Hills Regional Park, Fremont 

$30 members, $40 non-members 


Herpin’ Safari 

Field trip with Chris Giorni 

Come face-to-face with frogs, salaman- 
ders, turtles, and snakes at Golden Gate 4 @ 
Park. Meet a whole cast of rescued io 
reptiles and amphibians before setting % 
out on a short hike to search for critters at . = 
the park’s native oak woodland and 2 
seemingly prehistoric Lily Pond. 
Suitable for families with children 
ages four and up. 

Sunday, March 20, 10 am-1 pm 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco 
$20 adults & $15 children, members 
$30 adults & $25 children, non-members 
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Spring Break Kayaking on the Bay 

Field trip with Amy Dean 

Spend an exciting day kayaking on Richardson Bay, a 
protected finger of San Francisco Bay. Discover some 
of the area’s smallest and largest marine animals 
while sampling plankton, drifting with seabirds, and 
viewing seal haul-outs. Suitable for families with chil- 
dren ages eight and up. No kayaking experience 
necessary; equipment provided. 

Tuesday, March 29, 9:30 am-1:30 pm 

Schoonmaker Point, Sausalito 

$70 adults & $40 children, members 

$80 adults & $50 children, non-members 


Ants After-Hours 


Seminar with Kevin Clarke 

Ants are everywhere, composing almost ten percent of 
the animal biomass on Earth and enriching more soil 
than earthworms. Learn about these amazing insects 
during an after-hours tour of the Academy’s ANTS 
exhibit and a behind-the-scenes visit of the 
Entomology Department. Suitable for adults and teens 
ages fifteen and up. 

Wednesday, March 30, 7-9:30 pm 

Academy Classroom 

$15 members, S25 non-members 


Pepperwood by Day and Night 
Overnight field trip with Ron 
Dammann, Rhonda Lucas, 

Bing Quock & Juan-Carlos Solis 
Explore the many natural wonders of 
Pepperwood Preserve. During the day, 
search for wildflowers, western pond 
turtles, and pileated woodpeckers. At 
night, visit the Hume Observatory to look for 

Saturn, Jupiter, and other celestial objects. Choose to 
camp near the property’s cottage or sleep indoors. 
Suitable for families with children ages eight and up. 
Saturday-Sunday, April 2-3, Sat. 1 pm-Sun. 4 pm 
Pepperwood Preserve, Santa Rosa 

575 adults & $65 children, members 

$85 adults & $75 children, non-members 


www.calacademy.org 


Spring Wildflowers of the Bay Area 
Seminar and field trip with Glenn Keator _ 
The Bay Area is home to one of the 
world’s greatest arrays of beau- © 
tiful wildflowers. Talk about 
the basics of identifica- 
tion, and practice keying 
species using microscopes. 
See wildflowers in their 
natural environment on two 
local field trips, determined 
according to conditions. Suitable for adults and teens 
ages fifteen and up. 

Seminars: four Tuesdays, April 5, 12, 19 & 26, 7-9 pm 
Field Trips: two Sundays, April 24 & May 1, 10 am-3 pm 
Seminars in Academy Classroom 

Field trip locations to be determined 

$100 members, $110 non-members 
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Spring Hike at Pinnacles 

Field trip with David Wimpfheimer 

Located southeast of Monterey, Pinnacles National 
Monument is a hidden gem within the inner coastal 
range. Look for prairie falcons and canyon wrens 
among numerous warblers and other landbirds during 
this moderately strenuous eight-mile hike through 
riparian, oak, and gray-pine habitats. Suitable for 
adults and teens ages fifteen and up. 

Sunday, April 17, 9 am-5:30 pm 

Pinnacles National Monument, Paicines 

$40 members, S50 non-members 


Tidepool Treasures 

Field trip with Chris Giorni 

Come to Duxbury Reef, North America’s largest shale 
reef, to experience one of California’s most diverse 
ecosystems. Explore four distinct tidal zones. 
Afterwards, investigate Kent Island, a sand and mudflat 
habitat full of ghost shrimp and clams. Suitable for 
families with children ages four and up. 


» aturday, April 30, 10:30 am-1:30 pm 


Duxbury Reef, Bolinas 
$30 adults & $20 children, members 
$40 adults & $30 children, non-members 


f Spring Birds of Mount Diablo 

Field trip with David Wimpfheimer 

Take a relaxing hike on Mount 

» Diablo, and enjoy its abundance of 
bird life. Tanagers, vireos, and other 
¥ species nest in the mountain’s oak woodland 
and riparian habitats, while eagles, hawks, and 


7other raptors soar overhead. Mitchell Canyon’s lush 
‘vegetation offers an oasis for migrant birds and hikers 


alike. Suitable for adults and teens ages fifteen and up. 
Sunday, May 15, 8:30 am-4 pm 

Mount Diablo State Park, Clayton 

$35 members, $45 non-members 


Nesting Birds of the San Francisco Coast 
Field trip with Dan Murphy - 
From the guillemots and : 
oystercatchers on Seal 
Rock to the double-crested 
cormorants and great blue 
herons at Lake Merced, 
get a glimpse of the many 
birds that nest along San | : ot 
Francisco’s Pacific coast- Bee 

line. Suitable for adults and teens ages fifteen and up. 
Saturday, May 21, 8 am-Noon 

Sutro Baths, San Francisco 

$20 members, $30 non-members 


All-Ages Overnight at Pepperwood 
Overnight field trip with Michael Gillogly & Ginger Parish 
Enjoy the magic of springtime at Pepperwood Preserve. 
Start with an afternoon hike, exploring meadows and 
oak woodlands. After a potluck dinner, gather for an 
old-fashioned campfire program. Choose to camp near 
the property’s cottage or sleep indoors. After breakfast, 
investigate a nearby pond where reptiles and amphib- 
ians abound. Suitable for families with children of all 
ages. Saturday-Sunday, May 21-22, 
Sat. 2 pm-Sun. Noon 
Pepperwood Preserve, Santa Rosa 
$50 adults & S40 children, members 
$60 adults & $50 children, non-members 


i Pre-registration is required for all courses. 


For more information, call (415) 321-8000, e-mail 
edregistrar@calacademy.org, or visit www.calacad- 
emy.org/education. 


General Information: (415) 321-8000 
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Members’ Lectures 


African Penguin Studies: 


The Steinhart Aquarium Move 


Pamela Schaller, Aquatic Biologist, 
California Academy of Sciences 


After being housed in 
Golden Gate Park for more 
# than twenty years, Steinhart 
Aquarium’s African penguin 
colony was moved to Howard 
Street in June of 2004. Since 
African penguins are non- 
migratory and exhibit high 
mate-fidelity in the wild, the 
move was a rare opportunity 
| to observe and study the 
4 behavior of the penguins in 
their new environment. Pam 
Schaller, an aquatic biologist 
who has worked with the penguins for over five years, 
studied the colony before and after the move and will 
share the results of her findings, in addition to review- 
ing basic African penguin biology. 
Monday, March 14, 2 & 7:30 pm 


The Letters of Richard Feynman 


Richard Feynman, brilliant physicist and beloved 
teacher, is an iconic figure in the world of science. 
While there have been many books celebrating his 
myriad scientific achievements and personal eccentrici- 
ties, his personal correspondence has remained largely 
hidden from view. Both his love letters to his first wife 
and his decades-long attempt to resign from the 
National Academy of Sciences reveal the full wisdom of 
aman many felt close to, but few really knew. 

Join us for a panel discussion of this new book of 
the letters of Richard Feynman with famous scientists, 
including: Douglas Osheroff, Ph.D., (evening lecture 
only), Professor of Physics at Stanford and Winner of 
the 1996 Nobel Prize for Physics; Timothy Ferris 
(evening lecture only), Emeritus Professor at UC 
Berkeley and popular science writer; and Wolfgang 
Panofsky, Ph.D., Professor at the Stanford Linear 

_Accelerator-Cenfer.- =, = ‘ = 
Monday, April 11, 2 & 7:30 pm 


Big Men: Why Does Height Matter? 
Nina Jablonski, Ph.D., Irvine Chair & Curator of 
Anthropology, California Academy of Sciences 


Have you ever wondered why so many CEOs, heads 
of state, and military leaders are tall, and why men 
wear tall hats when they wish to assert their authority? 
The positive relationship between height and social 
status is now well documented by many studies. In this 
lecture, Jablonski explores the origins and ramifica- 
tions of this relationship through discussions of the 
importance of stature in human origins and throughout 
human history. 

Monday, May 9, 2 & 7:30 pm 


es These lectures will take place in the Sequoia Board 
Room at the California Academy of Sciences at 875 
Howard Street. Tickets are free for Academy members 
and $8 for non-members. Tickets can be purchased by 


calling (415) 321-8000 or at the door, when available. 


Film Screening 


The Greatest Good: A Centennial 
Celebration of the US Forest Service 


From the timbered shores of the Pacific Northwest 
to the marble halls of Washington D.C., the choices 
about how we use our rich natural heritage are filled 
with controversy. Though this film is a celebration of 
100 years of service, it is also a critical examination of 
the forces that have shaped the Forest Service through 
the years. The film features historical images from 
numerous archives across the country that capture the 
early days of the conservation movement as well as 
stunning modern cinematography of the parks. 

The first two of four half-hour segments will be 
shown. This screening brings together national organi- 
zations, renowned historians, political activists, and 
major corporations to share their perspectives on 100 
years of conservation and the prospects for the future. 
Wednesday, March 30, 7:30 pm 
Sequoia Board Room, California Academy of Sciences 
Free for members, S8 non-members 
Tickets can be purchased by calling (415) 321-8000 or 
at the door, when available. 


General Information: (415) 321-8000 


LECTURES 


¢ f § f f Leakey Speaker Series on Human Origins 


The Leakey Foundation 


Running 
Dan Lieberman, Ph.D., Professor of Biological 
Anthropology, Harvard University 


Have you ever run a marathon? Have you ever 
considered it essential for your survival? Drawing on 


morphological comparisons that highlight a number of 


specializations in the Homo skeleton, Lieberman 
explores the idea that endurance running may have 
been an integral part of early human hunting or 
scavenging behaviors. 
. , Over two million years ago, 
#| shifts occured in the body 
My) shape of the Homo skeleton 
from Australopithecus that 
allow humans today to run 
= long distances at high speeds 
1 even in hot temperatures. 
™@ Lieberman explores how these 
«| specializations in our body allow 
# humans to perform so well at each 
" mode of locomotion from walking 
to running. 
Friday, April 22, 8 pm 


Dan Lieberman, Ph.D. 


Jean Clottes, Ph.D. 


www.leakeyfoundation.org 


Thirty Thousand Years 
of World Rock Art 


Jean Clottes, Ph.D., Former Scientific Advisor for 
Prehistoric Art, French Ministry of Culture 


Although cave paintings from the European Ice Age 
have gained considerable renown, for many people the 
term "rock art" remains full of mystery. Yet it refers to 
perhaps the oldest form of artistic endeavor, splendid 
examples of which exist on all conti- 
nents and from all eras. They include 
different shapes from animal and 
human figures to complex geometri- 
> | cal forms. A world-renowned scien- 

| tist, Clottes provides an engaging 

| overview of rock art worldwide and 
the importance of landscape and 
ritual, while explaining how the art 
can be dated and how it was made. Clottes explores 
the meaning of these often enigmatic images, including 
the complex role they played in traditional societies, 
and the threats posed to rock art today by develop- 
ment, tourism, pollution, and other dangers. 

Tuesday, May 17, 8 pm 


& These lectures will take place at the Jewish Community Center of San Francisco at 3200 California Street at 


Presidio Avenue. Tickets are $8 for Academy, Leakey, and JCCSF members; $10 for non-members; and $6 for students 
with ID. For tickets, call the JCCSF Box Office at (415) 292-1233 or email arts@jccsf.org. Tickets can also be 


Conversations at the Herbst 
Presented by City Arts & Lectures 


David Suzuki, Ph.D. 


Environmentalist, science broadcaster (BBC) 
Chair of David Suzuki Foundation 
In conversation with Jerry Kay 


Canada’s iconic science broadcaster David Suzuki, 
Ph.D., is highly regarded for his thirty years on air. 
With his distinctive voice and broad smile, Suzuki 


.. | .explains science in a way that both engages and 


informs. A longtime advocate of individual actions in 
protecting natural resources, Suzuki challenges his 
audience to make small, consistent changes in their 
lives to reduce pressure on the environmental 
balance. Globally recognized for his work as a scien- 
tist, geneticist, and environmentalist, Suzuki is a 
professor emeritus at the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver. Wednesday, April 27, 8 pm 


Kenn Kaufman 


Author and artist 
In conversation with Jack Dumbacher, Ph.D. 


A legend among bird enthusiasts, Kaufman has 
perhaps done more than any other person to promote 
the art and science of bird watching. A longtime friend 
and collaborator of Roger Tory Peterson, Kaufman and 
Peterson wrote and illustrated The Peterson Field 
Guide to Advanced Birding, the first authoritative 
guide to North American birds. The youngest person 
to ever receive the highest honor of the American 
Birding Association, Kaufman is the author and illus- 
trator of many field guides including A Field Guide to 
Advanced Birding, Lives of North American Birds, and 
the popular Kaufman Focus Guides. 

Wednesday, May 25, 8 pm 


«3 These lectures will take place at the Herbst 


Theatre. Tickets are $16.50 for members and $18.50 
for non-members. To order tickets, visit City Box Office 
at www.cityboxoffice.com or call (415) 392-4400. 


Film Screening 


BANFF Mountain Film Festival 


The Banff Mountain Film Festival features big- 
screen outdoor adventure and stories of courage and 
passion that amaze and inspire. Net proceeds benefit 
the California Academy of Sciences’ youth programs. 
Friday & Saturday, April 15 & 16, 7 pm 
Cowell Theater, Fort Mason, San Francisco 
$12 REI members, $15 non-REI members 
Tickets go on sale March 1 at all Bay Area REI stores 
and at the Cowell Theater. More information available 
at www.rei.com/stores or call (510) 527-4140. 


www.calacademy.org 


purchased at the door, when available. For more information, call (415) 321-8000 or e-mail lectures@calacademy.org. 


Morrison Planetarium’s 
Benjamin Dean Lecture Series 


Catching Stardust From a Comet 


and Bringing it Home 
Don Brownlee, Ph.D., 
University of Washington, Principal Investigator, 
Stardust Mission 


In 2004, the Stardust spacecraft made a daringly 
close flyby of Comet Wild 2 and grabbed samples to 
bring back to Earth in January 2006. The samples 
should include particles that formed around other stars 
(stardust) as well as materials created at the edge of 
our solar system. Stardust's camera provided a view of 
the comet's highly complex surface and dozens of jets 
of gas and dust streaming into space that exceeded all 
expectations. Monday, March 7, 7:30 pm 


From Mars Rovers to Exo-Planets: 


, The Lure of Liquid Water 


Nagin Cox, 
q NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory 


The search for liquid water is 
| the cornerstone of NASA’s 

| robotic exploration of space. 

} The Mars Rovers landed in 

F January 2004 and found strong 
evidence of past liquid water on 
Fr Mars. In 2007, the Kepler 
mission will continue this tradition 
of water-seeking by searching for 
earth-like planets that may orbit other 
stars in a region where liquid water can 
exist. Monday, April 18, 7:30 pm 


The Genesis Mission: An Overview 


and Report of Work in Progress 
Amy Jurewicz, Ph.D., 
Arizona State University and Cal Tech, 
former JPL Genesis Project Scientist 


Genesis launched in August 2001, collected solar 
wind outside of the Earth’s magnetosphere for 28 
months, and landed at the Dugway Proving Ground in 
Utah on September 8, 2004. From the analysis of the 
pristine solar wind, scientists expect to answer a 
myriad of questions about how our solar system formed. 
Monday, May 2, 7:30 pm 


4) These lectures will take place at the Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco at 3200 California 
Street at Presidio Avenue. Tickets are $4 each, and can 
be purchased by calling (415) 321-8000 or at the door, 
when available. For more information or to request a 
brochure, call (415) 321-8000. This series is made 
possible by the generosity of the Benjamin D. Dean 
Endowment Fund. 
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“MARCH 


1 TUESDAY 


Natural Science Illustration Exhibit 
Recent works by the Guild of Natural Science Illustrators on 
display through August 31, 2005. Naturalist Center. 


2 WEDNESDAY 


Raptor Dinosaurs: Bird-like Predators of the Mesozoic 

A lively presentation for all ages on the Velociraptor and its 
close relatives. Academy “Dino Docent” Ralph Miller uses 
fossil casts and mechanical models to show you what these 
amazing Cretaceous killers were really like, inside and out. 
11 am-1 pm; Naturalist Center. 


4, FRIDAY 
Children’s Story Time 
Children ages three to seven are invited for story time. This 


month's stories will be in honor of Women's History Month. 
2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 

Meet a scientific illustrator and experience a live demonstra- 
tion of drawings used for scientific publications and research. 
3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Children’s Story Time 
See March 4 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Songs of the Sea 

To the accompaniment of fiddle, tin whistle, and guitar, Peter 
Kasin and Richard Adrianowicz will perform a selection of sea 
shanties that describe the typical daily life of sailors in the 
days of wind-driven ships. Sung in unison, shanties were 
team work songs that helped keep the rhythm of monotonous 
shipboard chores and activities. 1 pm; Academy Classroom. 


What's That Ant in My Kitchen? 

Learn how to collect and identify local ant species. Research- 
ers working on the Bay Area Ant Survey will be available to 
answer questions and provide information on participating in 
this exciting scientific project. Materials will be provided. 1-3 
pm; Naturalist Center. 


7 MONDAY 


Catching Stardust From a Comet and Bringing it Home 
Benjamin Dean lecture with Don Brownlee, Ph.D. See page 3 
for information. 7:30 pm; $4; JCCSF, 3200 California Street, 
San Francisco. 


§ TUESDAY 


From Certainty to Complexity: The Evolution of Science 

First seminar in a four-Tuesday series with John Dillon. Pre- 
registration required. See page 2 for information. Continues 
Tuesday, March 15, 22 & 29. 7-9 pm; $40 members, 

$50 non-members; Academy Classroom. 


Q WEDNESDAY 


What's That Ant In My Kitchen? 
See March 5 for details. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


11 FRIDAY 


Children’s Story Time 
See March 4 for details. 2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 
See March 4 for details. 3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Whale & Coastal Wildlife Cruise 

Field trip with Ronn Patterson. Pre-registration required. See 
page 2 for information. 7 am—5 pm; $75 members, $85 non- 
members; Berkeley Marina, Berkeley. 


Children’s Story Time 
See March 4 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Skull Detectives 

Dissect owl pellets with Academy naturalists. Learn how to 
use scientific keys to identify skulls, compare your bones 
with native herbivores, and prepare your own specimens to 
take home. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


14 MONDAY 


African Penguin Studies: The Steinhart Aquarium Move 
Members’ lecture with Pam Schaller. See page 3 for informa- 
tion. 2 & 7:30 pm; Free for members, $8 non-members; 
Sequoia Board Room, California Academy of Sciences. 
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~All programs take place at the Academy at 875 Howard Street, unless otherwise 


noted in bold. All programs are free with admission, unless otherwise noted. _ 


16 WEDNESDAY 


Out of the Lab 

Get a glimpse into the science behind-the-scenes at the 
Academy. Curators and scientists will show their latest 
acquisitions and talk about their research in places near and 
far. 12-—1:30 pm; Naturalist Center. 


1 7 THURSDAY 


Things That Are Green 

Without green plants, life on earth would not exist as we 
know it. Yet, plants aren’t the only organisms that are green. 
In celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, come explore a sampling 
of green specimens from all of the Academy’s research 
departments. Stop by and learn why it isn’t always easy 
being green. 1-3 pm & 6:30-8:30 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Third Thursday 

Filled with clownfish, cocktails, conversation, and corals, the 
Academy after-hours is the place to be on the third Thursday 
of every month. Explore exhibits and aquarium displays 
while listening to live music and enjoying a no-host bar. See 
page 6 for more information. Free for members, $5 non- 
members; 5-9 pm. 


18 FRIDAY 


Children’s Story Time 
See March 4 for details. 2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 
See March 4 for details. 3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Coyote Hills Regional Park 

Field trip with Dan Murphy. Pre-registration required. See 
page 2 for information. 8:30 am-2 pm; $30 members, 
$40 non-members; Coyote Hills Regional Park, Fremont. 


Children’s Story Time 
See March 4 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Celtic Music 

In celebration of St. Patrick’ Day, the musical trio Distant 
Oaks will perform stepdances and a medley of Irish songs, 
in Gaelic and English, on traditional instruments — the 
uillean bagpipes, the Celtic harp, bodhran hand-drum. 

1 pm; Academy Classroom. 


Chinese Stone Carving 

Chinese artist Wang Lu Huan, who specializes in miniature, 
lifelike sculptures of animals, will demonstrate his carving 
techniques. From hours of careful observation of the physi- 
cal characteristics and behavior of his subjects, he portrays 
each form in accurate detail. 1-3 pm; 1st Floor. 


Herpin’ Safari 

Field trip with Chris Giorni. Pre-registration required. See 
page 2 for information. 10 am-1 pm; $20 adults & 

$15 children, members; $30 adults & $25 children, non- 
members; Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. 


California Mammals 

Explore the diversity of California mammals. Join educators 
to touch pelts, examine skulls, and discover more about 
wild animals and their adaptations to life in diverse habi- 
tats. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


22 TUESDAY 


Lunch Break Series: Seabirds & Marine Mammals of the 
Southern Ocean 

Explore the life history of the seabirds and marine mammals 
of the Southern Ocean, and the extreme conditions in their 
environment. 12:30 pm; Academy Classroom. 


2 3 WEDNESDAY 


Raptor Dinosaurs: Bird-like Predators of the Mesozoic 
See March 2 for details. 11 am-—1 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Venomous Fish 

See preserved specimens of some of the world’s most 
venomous fishes, and learn about their ecology and behav- 
ior. 1-3 pm; Steinhart Aquarium. 


25 FRIDAY 


The Dungeness Crab 
See real crab larvae and specimens, and explore the life 
cycle of the Dungeness crab. 1-3 pm; Steinhart Aquarium. 
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: Every day; 11 am & 3:30 pm. 


Watch these fascinating ants eat 
Hands-on Science 


_ tations of marine animalsg 
_ with Academy docents and interns. 

_ Wednesdays through Fridays, 4 pm. 
_ Saturdays & Sundays, 10 am-4 pm. 


ONGOING EVENTS 

African Penguin Feedings : Se 
Watch as an Academy biologist enters the x 
penguin tank to toss vitamin-stuffed fish to 


the African penguins. Visitors can ask ques- 
tions during the feedings. 


Army Ant Feedings 


during scheduled feedings: ~.-<*" 
Every day; 2:15 pm. 


Visitors of all ages can 
examine microscopic 
aquatic life or study adap- 


... continued from Friday, March 25. 


Coral Reef Caretaking 

Watch as an Academy biologist suits up in SCUBA gear and 
dives into the Academy’s two-story Coral Reef tank to care for 
the reef’s inhabitants. During a 20-minute dive, the biologist 
will clean the tank windows and feed the anemones and fish. 
1:30 pm, Steinhart Aquarium. 


Children’s Story Time 
See March 4 for details. 2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 
See March 4 for details. 3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Children’s Story Time 
See March 4 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Vanishing Vernal Pools 

Meet a tiger salamander, and discover his extraordinary story 
of survival in California's vernal pool habitat. Handle live 
earthworms, learn to read the secret code of “wildflower 
rings,” and find out why your help is needed to keep 
California's vernal pools from vanishing forever. 1 & 2:30 pm; 
Academy Classroom. 


California Endangered Wildlife 

Meet a live California desert tortoise, and learn what this 
animal and other endangered species need to help them 
survive in our changing world. 7 & 2:30 pm; Academy 
Classroom. 


How Do You Like Your Eggs? 

From hard-shelled to slimy, green to speckled, eggs are a 
vital step in the life history of birds, insects, reptiles, amphib- 
ians, fish, and even mammals. Discover the incredible diver- 
sity of animal eggs. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


29 TUESDAY 


Breakfast Tours 

Spice up your morning by taking a docent-led tour of the 
Academy’s aquarium displays and natural history exhibits 
before the museum opens to the public. Continental break- 
fast included. 8:30-10 am; Price for all visitors: $15 adults, 
$10 children ages 11 and under. Space is limited and reser- 
vations are required: (415) 321-8000. 


Spring Break Kayaking on the Bay 

Field trip with Amy Dean. Pre-registration required. See page 2 
for information. 9:30 am—1:30 pm; $70 adults & $40 chil- 
dren, members; $80 adults & $50 children, non-members; 
Schoonmaker Point, Sausalito. 


30 WEDNESDAY 


Bird Beak Buffet 

Study and compare various bird specimens while learning 
about bill variation and diet in these feathered friends. 
11am & 1 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Ants After-Hours 

Seminar with Kevin Clarke. Pre-registration required. See 
page 2 for information. 7—9:30 pm; $15 members, $25 non- 
members; Academy Classroom. 


Film Screening of The Greatest Good: A Centennial 
Celebration of the US Forest Service 

See page 3 for information. 7:30 pm; Free for members, 

$8 non-members; Sequoia Board Room, California Academy 
of Sciences. 


General Information: (415) 321-8000 


APRIL 


1 FRIDAY 


Wild Animal Mimics 

Meet a live snake that pretends to be venomous, and see 
other examples of insects, birds, and reptiles who try to fool 
other animals in order to survive. 1 & 2:30 pm; Academy 
Classroom. 


Coral Reef Caretaking 

Watch as an Academy biologist suits up in SCUBA gear and 
dives into the Academy’s two-story Coral Reef tank to care for 
the reef’s inhabitants. During a 20-minute dive, the biologist 
will clean the tank windows and feed the anemones and fish. 
1:30 pm, Steinhart Aquarium. 


Children’s Story Time 

Children ages three to seven are invited for story time. This 
month's stories will be devoted to reptiles and amphibians. 
2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 

Meet a scientific illustrator and experience a live demonstra- 
tion of drawings used for scientific publications and research. 
3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Children’s Story Time 
See April 1 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Jewish Klezmer Music 

The Red Hot Chachkas perform klezmer music — a genre of 
Jewish instrumental music popular at celebrations. The 
klezmer repertoire is a lively, foot-tapping combination of 
Hebrew melodies, Yiddish songs, and Eastern European folk 
traditions. The band includes unusual instruments, such as 
the tsimble, and invites the audience to join them in familiar 
songs such as the tumbalaika. 1 pm; Academy Classroom. 


What's That Ant In My Kitchen? 

Learn how to collect and identify local ant species. Research- 
ers working on the Bay Area Ant Survey will be available to 
answer questions and provide information on participating in 
this exciting scientific project. Materials will be provided. 1-3 
pm; Naturalist Center. 


Pepperwood by Day and Night 

Overnight field trip with Ron Dammann, Rhonda Lucas, Bing 
Quock, and Juan-Carlos Solis. Pre-registration required. See 
page 2 for information. Saturday 1 pm—Sunday 4 pm; $75 
adults & $65 children, members; $85 adults & $75 children, 
non-members; Pepperwood Preserve, Santa Rosa. 


K TUESDAY 


Skull Detectives 

Dissect owl pellets with Academy naturalists. Learn how to 
use scientific keys to identify skulls, compare your bones 
with native herbivores, and prepare your own specimens to 
take home. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Spring Wildflowers of the Bay Area 

First seminar in a four-Tuesday seminar and two-Sunday field 
trip course with Glenn Keator. Pre-registration required. See 
page 2 for information. Continues Tuesdays, April 12, 19 & 
26, and Sundays, April 24 and May 1. Tuesdays, 7-9 pm; 
Sundays, 10 am-3 pm; $100 members, $110 non-members; 
seminars in Academy Classroom; field trip locations to be 
determined. 


7 THURSDAY 


What's That Ant In My Kitchen? 
See April 2 for details. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Tarantula! 
Get up-close and personal with a live tarantula, and discover 
the fascinating secret life of these — 

misunderstood arachnids. . 
1 & 2:30 pm; 
Academy Classroom. 


$ FRIDAY 


Breakfast Tours 
Spice up your morning by taking a docent-led tour of the 
Academy’s aquarium displays and natural history exhibits 
before the museum opens to the public. Continental break- 
fast included. 8:30-10 am; Price for all visitors: $15 adults, 
$10 children ages 11 and under. Space is limited and reser- 
vations are required: (415) 321-8000. 


Coral Reef Caretaking 
See April 1 for details. 1:30 pm, Steinhart Aquarium. 


Children’s Story Time 
See April 1 for details. 2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 
See April 1 for details. 3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


General Information: (415) 321-8000 
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noted in bold. All ees are eg Dos seul gies unless otherwise noted. 


Earth Day at the Academy 

Join the festivities as the Academy celebrates Earth Day. 
Visitors will be able to watch a peregrine falcon program as 
well as learn more about recycling and conserving 
resources. See page 1 for information. All day event. 


Children’s Story Time 
See April 1 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Threatened and Endangered Species of the World 
Over 15,000 species of plants and animals currently face 


- extinction. Learn about how these animals became threat- 


ened, see and touch threatened and endangered speci- 
mens, and find out what you can do to help protect species 
and habitats in your community. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


11 MONDAY 


The Letters of Richard Feynman 

Members’ lecture with panel discussion. See page 3 for 
information. 2 & 7:30 pm; Free for members, $8 non- 
members; Sequoia Board Room, California Academy of Sciences. 


15 FRIDAY 


Children’s Story Time 
See April 1 for details. 2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 
See April 1 for details. 3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


BANFF Mountain Film Festival 
See page 3 for information. 7 pm; $12 REI members, 
$15 non-members; Cowell Theater, San Francisco. 


16 SATURDAY 


Children’s Story Time 
See April 1 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Fantastic Fish Finding: An Intro to Species Identification 
Have you ever wanted to identify a spider that you found 
outside your window, a mollusk on the beach, or an ant in 
your kitchen? Come get your hands wet and slimy while you 
practice using dichotomous keys to identify common fish of 
the San Francisco Bay. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


BANFF Mountain Film Festival 
See page 3 for information. 7 pm; $12 REI members, 
$15 non-members; Cowell Theater, San Francisco. 


Spring Hike at Pinnacles 

Field trip with David Wimpfheimer. Pre-registration required. 
See page 2 for information. 9 am—5:30 pm; $40 members, 
$50 non-members; Pinnacles National Monument, Paicines. 


18 MONDAY 


From Mars Rovers to Exo-Planets: The Lure of Liquid Water 
Benjamin Dean lecture with Nagin Cox. See page 3 for infor- 
mation. 7:30 pm; $4; JCCSF, 3200 California Street, San 
Francisco. 


21 THURSDAY 


Third Thursday 

Filled with clownfish, cocktails, conversation, and corals, 
the Academy after-hours fam z : 
is the place to be on the 
third Thursday of every 
month. Explore exhibits 
and aquarium displays 
while listening to live 
music and enjoying a no- 
host bar. See page 6 for 
more information. 

Free for members, 

$5 non-members; 5-9 pm. 


22 FRIDAY 


Children’s Story Time 
See April 1 for details. 
2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 
See April 1 for details. 3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Running 

Leakey lecture with Dan Lieberman, Ph.D. See page 3 for 
information. 8 pm; $8 members (Academy/Leakey/JCCSP), 
$10 non-members, $6 students with ID; JCCSF, 3200 
California Street, San Francisco. 
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Visitors enjoying cocktails and a peek at the Leaf Cutter ants. 


Watch as an Aratany. biologist suits up in SCUBA gear ae 
dives into the Academy’s two-story Coral Reef tank to care 
for the reef’s inhabitants. During a 20-minute dive, the 
biologist will clean the tank windows and feedthe 
anemones and fi sh. March 25, April : 1 & April sat 1; :30 pm. 


Children’s Story Time 
See April 1 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


California Mammals 


Explore the diversity of California mammals. Join educators in 
the Naturalist Center where you can touch pelts, examine 
skulls, and discover more about wild animals and their adap- 
tations to life in diverse habitats. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


2 / WEDNESDAY 


Lunch Break Series: Seabirds & Marine Mammals of the Sea 
of Cortez 

Join us for an armchair journey into the Sea of Cortez, and 
explore the life history of the seabirds and mammals that 
inhabit its waters. 12:30 pm; Academy Classroom. 


David Suzuki, Ph.D. 

Conversations at the Herbst lecture. See page 3 for informa- 
tion. 8 pm; $16.50 members, $18.50 non-members; Herbst 
Theatre, San Francisco. 


2& THURSDAY 


The Dungeness Crab 
See real crab larvae and specimens, and explore the life cycle 
of the Dungeness crab. 1-3 pm; Steinhart Aquarium. 


29 FRIDAY 


Venomous Fish 

See preserved specimens of some of the world’s most 
venomous fishes, and learn about their ecology and behavior. 
1-3 pm; Steinhart Aquarium. 


Children’s Story Time 
See April 1 for details. 2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Ilustration Demonstration 
See April 1 for details. 3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Children’s Story Time 
See April 1 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Tidepool Treasures 

Field trip with Chris Giorni. Pre-registration 
required. See page 2 for information. 

10:30 am-1:30 pm; $30 adults & $20 children, 
members; $40 adults & $30 children, non- 
members; Duxbury Reef, Bolinas. 


Threatened and Endangered Species of the World 
See April 9 for details. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Lithuanian Straw-work 

Alberta Astras and Mary Currier 
demonstrate the techniques of 
Lithuanian straw-work, fashioning 
geometric shapes from 
flattened wheat shafts. Many of the 
designs, such as lattice mobiles, 
stars, and snowflakes, are 
customarily used as ornaments 
on the Lithuanian Christmas tree. 
1 pm; 1st Floor. 
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"MAY 


2 MONDAY 


The Genesis Mission: An Overview and Report of Work in 
Progress 

Benjamin Dean lecture with Amy Jurewicz, Ph.D. See page 3 
for information. 7:30 pm; $4; JCCSF, 3200 California Street, 
San Francisco. 


6 FRIDAY 


Children’s Story Time 

Children ages three to seven are invited for story time. This 
month's stories will be devoted to Asian Pacific Heritage 
Month. 2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 

Meet a scientific illustrator and experience a live demonstra- 
tion of drawings used for scientific publications and research. 
3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


7 SATURDAY 


Children’s Story Time 
See May 6 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Skull Detectives 

Dissect owl pellets with Academy naturalists. Learn how to 
use scientific keys to identify skulls, compare your bones 
with native herbivores, and prepare your own specimens to 
take home. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


§ SUNDAY 


Mother’s Day 

Academy members who are mothers, together with their 
families, receive free admission to the Exploratorium on this 
special day. Present your membership card at the entrance. 


Q MONDAY 


Big Men: Why Does Height Matter? 

Members’ lecture with Nina Jablonski, Ph.D. See page 3 for 
information. 2 & 7:30 pm; Free for members, $8 non- 
members; Sequoia Board Room, California Academy of 
Sciences. 


Academy Estate Planning Seminar 

Estate planning basics and sophisticated concepts will be 
explained by William Hoehler, J.D. See page 7 for more 
information. 4:30 pm. 


12 THURSDAY 


What's That Ant In My Kitchen? 

Learn how to collect and identify local ant species. Research- 
ers working on the Bay Area Ant Survey will be available to 
answer questions and provide information on participating in 
this exciting scientific project. Materials will be provided. 
1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


13 FRIDAY 


Children’s Story Time 
See May 6 for details. 2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 
See May 6 for details. 3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Twentieth Annual Academy Ball 

A World of Chocolate. See page 7 for information and tickets. 
6:30 pm-—midnight; tickets begin at $400; City Hall, San 
Francisco. 


14 SATURDAY 


Children’s Story Time 
See May 6 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Fantastic Fish Finding: An Intro to Species Identification 
Have you ever wanted to identify a spider that you found 
outside your window, a mollusk on the beach, or an ant in 
your kitchen? Come get your hands wet and slimy while you 
practice using dichotomous keys to identify common fish of 
the San Francisco Bay. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Spring Birds of Mount Diablo 

Field trip with David Wimpfheimer. Pre-registration required. 
See page 2 for information. 8:30 am—4 pm; $35 members, 
$45 non-members; Mount Diablo State Park, Clayton. 
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1 7 TUESDAY 


Bird Beak Buffet 

Study and compare various bird specimens while learning 
about bill variation and diet in these feathered friends. 

11 am & 1 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Thirty Thousand Years of World Rock Art 

Leakey lecture with Jean Clottes, Ph.D. See page 3 for infor- 
mation. 8 pm; $8 members (CAS/Leakey//CCSF), $10 non- 
members, $6 students with ID; JCCSF, 3200 California Street, 
San Francisco. 


18 WEDNESDAY 


Out of the Lab 

Get a glimpse into the science behind-the-scenes at the 
Academy. Curators and scientists will show their latest 
acquisitions and talk about their research in places near and 
far. 12—1:30 pm; Naturalist Center. 


19 THURSDAY 


Third Thursday 

Filled with clownfish, cocktails, conversation, and corals the 
Academy after-hours is the place to be on the third Thursday 
of every month. Explore exhibits and aquarium displays 
while listening to live music and enjoying a no-host bar. See 
lower box for more information. Free for members, $5 non- 
members; 5-9 pm. 


Music and Dance of the Philippines 

Traditional narrative dances, poetry, and song in celebration 
of Asian Pacific Heritage Month. See page 1 for more infor- 
mation. 6 & 8 pm; Academy Classroom. 


20 FRIDAY 


Children’s Story Time 
See May 6 for details. 2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 
See May 6 for details. 3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Nesting Birds of the San Francisco Coast 

Field trip with Dan Murphy. Pre-registration required. See 
page 2 for information. 8 am—Noon; $20 members, 

$30 non-members; Sutro Baths, San Francisco. 


Asian Pacific Heritage Month 

In celebration of Asian Pacific Heritage Month, a variety of 
programs will be featured including Chinese vegetable 
carving, Polynesian barkcloth, Hawaiian featherwork, and 
Japanese paper origami. See page 1 for more information. 
10 am-4 pm. 


Children’s Story Time 
See May 6 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Discovering Diatoms 

Explore these beautiful organisms through a microscope. 
Researchers from the Academy’s Invertebrate Zoology 
Department will be on hand to answer questions and show 
these intriguing life forms. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


All-Ages Overnight at Pepperwood 

Overnight field trip with Michael Gillogly and Ginger Parish. 
Pre-registration required. See page 2 for information. 

2 pm Saturday—Noon Sunday; $50 adults & $40 children, 
members; $60. adults & $50 children, non-members; 
Pepperwood Preserve, Santa Rosa. 


2 5 WEDNESDAY 


Lunch Break Series: Wildflowers of the Bay Area 

Learn about the vast diversity of wildflowers in the Bay Area, 
and the best spots to look for them. 12:30 pm; Academy 
Classroom. 


What's That Ant In My Kitchen? 
See May 12 for details. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Kenn Kaufman 

Conversations at the Herbst lecture. See page 3 for informa- 
tion. 8 pm; $16.50 members, $18.50 non-members; Herbst 
Theatre, San Francisco. 


2 / FRIDAY 


Children’s Story Time 
See May 6 for details. 2 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Scientific Illustration Demonstration 
See May 6 for details. 3 pm; Naturalist Center. 
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Camp Edventure More! 
— _ Camp Edventure More! is an innova- 


tive summer day camp brought to | 
you by the California Academy of 
\ Sciences in collaboration with 
“< the Exploratorium and the YMCA. 
Each day, kids rotate through science, 
fine arts, and recreation activities led by 
instructors passionate about their respective — 
fields. A talented staff, combined with creatively 
themed topics, captures the pe, of kids and 
makes learning a blast. 

Members of the California Academy of Sciences 
receive $25 off the regular enrollment rate. All | 
members must show proof of active membership | on 
the fi rst day of camp. For more information, Yor 
www. calacademy. org/é education or call (41 5) 321. 8000. 


Children’s Story Time 
See May 6 for details. 10:30 am; Naturalist Center. 


Skull Detectives 
See May 7 for details. 1-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


30 MONDAY 


Salamanders In Your Backyard 

Explore the worlds of secretive salamander species, examine 
Specimens, and meet a live fire belly newt. This is a great 
opportunity to learn more about the natural history of native 
amphibians. 2-3 pm; Naturalist Center. 


Third Thursdays 


Now that the California Academy of Sciences has 
moved into its hip new South of Market location, the 
museum is opening its doors to the downtown after- 
work crowd by staying open late on the third Thursday 
of every month. During “Third Thursdays,” museum 
visitors can shake up their typical after-work routine by 
exploring exhibits and aquarium displays while listen- 
ing to live music and sipping creative cocktails at a no- 
host bar. 

Each Third Thursday evening is set to the soulful 
sounds and rhythms of Brazilian jazz ensemble Boca 
do Rio. From 5-9 pm, bossa novas and sambas will lilt 
through the air causing hips to sway, while poetic 
Portuguese vocals will melt away any weekday worries. 

Want updates on Third Thursday? Submit an e-mail 
to info@calacademy.org with the subject line “Third 
Thursday e-mail list” to stay involved on what’s new at 
each month’s event. 

March 17, April 21 & May 19, 5-9 pm 
Free for members, $5 non-members. 
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Twentieth Annual Academy Ball 


On Friday, May 13, 2005, the Academy will 
celebrate its Twentieth Annual Ball, A World of 
Chocolate, at City Hall (#1 Dr. Carlton B. 
Goodlett Place, San Francisco) from 6:30 pm to 
midnight. Tickets for this gala fundraising event 
begin at $400 per person. 

This event will celebrate Chocolate, an 
7 upcoming exhibit exploring the history of 
_ | chocolate, opening at the Academy on Howard 
Street on June 11, 2005. 

Cocktails, dinner, dancing and entertain- 
ment, including Swan Oyster Depot, wine by 
Rodney Strong, and catering by Dan McCall, 
along with all the special Academy touches, will 
make this a truly memorable evening. Valet 


At last year’s Academy Ball, guests wore disguises at the Masked Ball at City Hall. Parki ng. Black Tie. 


NI SNOG *‘OLOHd 


nh) For more information and reservations, please call Deidre Kernan at (415) 321-8149 or e-mail 
dkernan@calacademy.org. 


New Academy News 
Demolition almost complete in Golden Gate Park 


Demolition of the Academy in Golden Gate Park began during the last quarter of 2004. By March 2005, demoli- 
tion will be essentially complete, with only African Hall standing on the former site. As part of the Academy’s 
conservation efforts, most of the old concrete and other materials will be reused or recycled. This recycling of 
materials will provide substantial monetary savings, and help the Academy’s project receive the highest possible 
environmental building rating (“platinum”) by the U.S. Green Building Council. 

The Academy recently strengthened its long relationship with the Shakespeare Garden, first proposed by 
Botany Curator Alice Eastwood in 1923, by moving a large oak tree from its location near the old Academy building 
to a spot closer to the Shakespeare Garden. This move has helped to provide screening from the Academy’s 
construction and solitude for visitors to the garden. 

Although the new Academy is still several years from completion, there is still so much for members to look 
forward to. Did you know that the Coral Reef exhibit in the new Academy will be thirty-seven times the size of the 
Steinhart's former Coral Reef tank? Featuring aquatic life from the richest reefs of the Philippines, the new Coral 
Reef tank will measure 12,000 square feet and contain 225,000 gallons of water. Habitats at multiple levels will 
house delicate stony corals, colorful octocorals and gorgonians, and numerous beautiful reef fishes. The 
Academy's aquatic biologists are using the 20,000-gallon Coral Reef display at 875 Howard Street to experiment 
with husbandry techniques and prepare for the installation of this dramatic new exhibit. 


The Ae Chocolate. ae open at t the Pele = | 
on 1 Saturday, June 11. On that morning, all: 
_ members are invited to join us for 
oS “Chocolates for Breakfast” and preview ee 
_ this new exhibit before the public arrives. oe - a = : S 
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= Estate Planning Seminar 


“Let’s talk about the cake... and the icing of estate planning.” 
William Hoehler, j.D., speaker 


In this changing environment for estate planning, you may be wondering, “Is it time for me to think about my 
estate plans?” If so, visit the Academy to learn how to create and enhance your estate plan. Planning strategies 
will be explained to help avoid costly mistakes that can spoil your plans — not to mention disrupt your sleep. 

Discussing both estate planning basics (the cake) and sophisticated concepts (the icing) will be William 
Hoehler, J.D. A well-known speaker, Bill’s programs are popular and insightful. He approaches his subject with 
humor and draws on his many years as a distinguished estate planning specialist and trusted advisor. Bill is of 
counsel at Hanson, Bridgett, Marcus, Vlahos and Rudy, LLP, a prominent San Francisco law firm. 

Monday, May 9, 4:30 pm 
California Academy of Sciences, 875 Howard Street, San Francisco 


& For further information, please contact Louise Gregory at (415) 321-8407 or at lgregory@calacademy.org. 
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General Information: (415) 321-8000 www.calacademy.org 


Corporate & 7 
Foundation Support 


The Academy thanks the following corporations and 
foundations for their recent generous contributions: 

For general operating support: Vector Laboratories, 
Inc. for $2,500; Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund for 
$5,000; Frank A. Campini Foundation for $25,000; 
Henry I. Prien Foundation for $5,000; | & G Charitable 
Foundation for $1,000; Lakeside Foundation for 
$50,000; Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund for $1,000; 
Local Independent Charities of America for $1,485; 
Phyllis C. Wattis Foundation for $15,000; Barkley Fund 
for $50,000; Bernard Osher Foundation for $35,000; 
Eva Benson Buck Charitable Trust for $12,500; William 
G. Gilmore Foundation for $4,000; Thelma Doelger 
Charitable Trust for $5,000; and Uvas Foundation for 
$7,500. 

For support of education programs: Patricia Price 
Peterson Foundation for $20,000 toward the Naturalist 
Center; J.M. Long Foundation for $5,000 toward the 
program Wild City!; David B. Gold Foundation for 
$15,000 toward the program Wild City!; and Patricia 
Price Peterson Foundation for $40,000 toward Teacher 
Services. 

For support of research at the Academy: Schlinger 
Foundation for $250,000; Swinerton Foundation for 
$5,000; and Lakeside Foundation for $39,000. 

For support of events at the Academy, KINeSYS 
Sport for $2,500 toward the Run To The Far Side®; 
Brightroom, Inc. for $2,000 toward the Run To The Far 
Side®; and Plath & Company for $5,000 toward the 
Academy Halloween Party. 

In-kind products were donated by the following 
companies: Chronicle Books, Mad Science of the Bay 
Area, Mendocino Wine Growers Alliance, Neo Pets 
Russ Berrie and Company West, Inc., San Francisco 
Giants, See's Candies, Spirit Halloween Store, The 
Container Store, University Games, USAopoly, Wild 
Planet Toys, and Zebra Hall. 


New Donor Circle Members 


September—December 2004: $125 to $999 | 
Many thanks to the following new donors and those who 
have increased their support of the Academy recently. 


Mr. and Mrs. Terry L. Austen, Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Barbaccia, 
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Brito, Ms. Carolyn Cambre, Mr. Brad Cantos and 
Ms. Barbara N. Sheng, Mr. Ronald Casassa, Dr. and Mrs. Antonio 
Cucaton, jr., Ms. Lenora Eagar Davis; Mr. Howard Etfant and 
Ms. Kathryn Dienst, Mr. Greg Endom, Mr. and Mrs. George J. Fesus, 
Mr. Stanley S. Fong, Mr. and Mrs. Totton Heffelfinger, Dr. Liz Hume 
Jacobs and Mr. Jay Hume Jacobs, Mr. Herb Masters, Ms. Nancy H. 
McManus, Ms. Ann M. Miller and Mr. Charles S. Raben, 
Ms. Jeanne Newman, Kim A. Richardson, Mr. John W. Ruth 
Mr. and Mrs. Seth Seavey, Ms. Janet M. Sinnicks, Mr. and Mrs. Marc 
Steifman, Mrs. Joan F. Stimson, Mrs. Donna Webb, Mr. Robert Wertsch 


Friends of the Academy 


September—December 2004 
The Academy gratefully acknowledges the following 
supporters for their recent gifts of $1,000 
and above to the Academy’s Annual Fund. 


Ms. Maureen Aggeler, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel H. Armacost, Mary Ann 
and Sam Aronson, Mr. Michael J. Bennett, Mr. William J. Bennetta, 
Mr. and Mrs. David Berelson, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. John D. Bertone, Dr. 
Barbara L. Bessey and Dr. Kevin J. Gilmartin, Mr. and Mrs. W. Richard 
Bingham, Dr. Bruce A. Bolt and Dr. Beverley Bolt, Mr. Bruce Bowen 
and Ms. Junona Jonas, Professor and Mrs. John H. Boyle, Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard F. Cahill, Mr. and Mrs. A. Michael Casey, Mr. and Mrs. Lyman 
H. Casey, Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Caufield, Mrs. Grayce Ceschi, 
Mr. David N. Chick and Ms. Sylvia Chesson, Mr. Lewis W. Coleman, 
Mrs. Lewis V. Coleman, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Conner, Mr. Fred J. Dal 
Broi, Dr. and Mrs. Lance G. Darin, Dr. and Mrs. Allen M. Dekelboum, 
Mr. and Mrs. Rajnikant T. Desai, Dr. Barbara Dittmann, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mervyn R. Dowd, Jr., Mr. Scott M. Elrod, Dr. and Mrs. Evan C. Evans, 
Ill, Mr. Richard Faggioli, Jean and Jeremy Fair, Concepcion S. and Irwin 
Federman, Mr. and Mrs. Mortimer Fleishhacker, Ms. Marilyn A. Forni, 
Mr. and Mrs. Carlo S. Fowler, Mr. and Mrs. Steven Fox, Mr. Richard A. 
Gale, Mr. and Mrs. John R. Grey, Mrs. Edward H. Grubb, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry R. Hagey, Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Heller, Mrs. Frank H. Hittell, 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Hoyt, Ms. Diane Ichiyasu, Ms. Virginia M. 
Ingham, Mr. Nelson Ishiyama and Ms. Theresa Lynn McDonald, 
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Jewett, Jr., Dr. Ann L. Johnson and Mr. Charles 
B. Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney J. Kass, Mr. and Mrs. Don Kelleher, 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Klein, Mr. and Mrs. James L. Kropf, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. M. D. Lampen, Ambassador and Mrs. L. W. Lane, Jr., Mr. and 
Mrs. Jude P. Laspa, Paul and Barbara Licht, Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. 
Linder, Ms. Lois B. Lippincott, Mr. Thomas N. Lippman, Mr. E.W. 
Littlefield and Ms. Julia Derby, Mrs. Edmund W. Littlefield, Mr. James J. 
Ludwig, Mrs. Lucia Matzger, Mr. and Mrs. Walter McCullough, Mr. and 
Mrs. John A. McQuown, Mr. Steven L. Merrill, Mr. William J. Michaely 
and Ms. Jancy Rickman, Dr. and Mrs. Gordon E. Moore, Mrs. Joseph A. 
Moore, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Murray, Jackie and Howard 
Nemerovski, Ms. Nora Norden, Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Northwood, 
Mr. Mike Patnode, Mr. and Mrs. William J. Patterson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Sanford Robertson, Ms. Larissa M. Roesch and Mr. Dmitri Matheny, 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Roth, Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Schneider, III, 
Mr. and Mrs. Niels Schultz, Mr. and Mrs. Roane Sias, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth F. Siebel, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. James L. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Stepanian, Mr. Earl G. Stokes and Mr. Ross Moore, Mr. and 
Mrs. Steven C. Voorhis, Mr. and Mrs. Brooks Walker, Ill, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brooks Walker, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Richard Watkins, Mr. and Mrs. Paul L. 
Wattis, Ill, Mr. and Mrs. Paul L. Wattis, Jr., Mrs. Alfred S. Wilsey, 
Mr. and Mrs. William Wilson, Ill, Mr. Jack Wong, Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. 
Woods, Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Wythes, Ms. Miao Yeng H. Yeh, and 
Dr. Adrienne L. Zihlman and Dr. Jerold Lowenstein 
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Last Chance for ANTS 


The Academy’s ANTS exhibit is marching toward the 
end of its tenure at 875 Howard Street. If you’d like to 
say goodbye to these remarkable animals before they 
leave, make sure to pay a final visit to the ants before 
May 8, when the exhibit will close to make way for the 
upcoming CHOCOLATE exhibition. Army ant feedings 
will continue to take place at 2:15 pm every day until 
May 8, so plan an | 
afternoon visit if 
you'd like to see 
some of the planet’s 
most voracious eaters 
in action. 

Other exhibit 
highlights include the 


Hon eypot ants, which Army ant, Eciton burchellii 
turn their bodies into living refrigerators by storing 
nectar in their abdomens, and the Harvester ants, 


which haul prodigious piles 
of seeds into underground 
granaries. The Leaf Cutter 

| ants, one of the most 
popular species on display, 
will remain at the Academy 
throughout the CHOCOLATE 
exhibit — they will be incor- 
porated into the part of the 
display that explores the 
rainforest environment 
where chocolate grows. To 
see the other five species of 


Honeypot ant, 
Myrmecocystus mexicanus 


ants on display, 
however, make 
sure to plan a trip 
to Howard Street 
before the ANTS 
exhibit closes in 
May. 


PHOTO: DONG LIN 


Leaf Cutter ants, Afta cephalotes 
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Myanmar Vine Snakes 
Spring to Action on Howard Street 


Vine snakes are highly specialized members of the 
Colubridae family. Their botanical coloration and 
shape help them to remain concealed from their prey 
until they are ready to strike. Most species feed on 
lizards, frogs, fish, birds, and small mammals. A few 
years ago, Academy herpetologists collected thirteen 
Burmese vine snakes (Ahaetulla fronticincta) in 
Myanmar’s mangrove swamps and brought them back 
to Steinhart Aquarium to study their behavior. While 
in the field, the scientists were surprised to learn that 
these tree-dwelling snakes ate only fish. By observing 
the snakes back at the Academy, they have learned 
that the snakes use their frontal vision to take aim, 
and then strike as a fish nears the surface, swallowing 


A young visitor watches a Burmese vine snake that lives in SSsssnake Alley. 


their prey head first. 

These fish-eating snakes are 
currently some of the most 
captivating residents in the 
Academy’s SSsssnake Alley 
exhibit. While waiting for their 
prey to approach, the snakes 
hang from branches by the 
tips of their tails and coil 
their bodies into patterns 
reminiscent of an Andy 
Goldsworthy temporary 
artwork. Aquarium 
husbandry biologists, 
Academy herpetolo- 
gists, members of the media, and guests have spent 
hours in front of the vine snake tank waiting for the 
snakes to spring into action. 

Since their arrival, these viviparous snakes have 
blessed us with fourteen live births to stock behavioral 
research studies behind the scenes. Academy biolo- 
gists have proudly shared these vine snakes with 
colleagues from other institutions, helping to promote 
research about these animals. If you don’t plan on visit- 
ing Myanmar’s mangrove marshes anytime soon, come 
to 875 Howard Street to view the world’s only public 
display of these unique snakes. 


Three Great Reasons to Volunteer 


Are your New Year’s resolutions to diet and exer- 
cise already flagging? It’s not too late to do something 
proven to contribute to your health, vitality, self- 
esteem, and longevity — all without counting calories 
or wearing a pedometer. The Academy at 875 Howard 
Street has ample volunteer opportuni- ™ 
ties for those eager not only to : 
improve their health, but also 
discover new talents, skills, and 
strengths in a dynamic setting replete 
with surprises. 

The Naturalist Center is ideal for 
those fascinated with the natural 
world and who are willing to provide 
assistance with the implementation of 
public services and collection mainte- 
nance. The Center offers something 
for everyone whether you enjoy 
meeting and greeting the public, 
handling microscopes and real speci- 
mens, or delivering programs cele- 
brating your expertise. If research is 
your bent, there are opportunities to _ the natural world. 
innovate and implement new programs or Services, 
develop instructional materials, or provide computer- 
based bibliographic services. The Naturalist Center is 
the ideal place to test your flexibility and assess your 
interest in learning new things. 

If children under five years of age are more to your 
liking, then you’re the perfect volunteer candidate for 
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In the Naturalist Center, volunteers assist 
young visitors with learning more about 


the Nature Nest. The Nature Nest, a lively, colorful 
exhibit, is a great first step in introducing the 
Academy’s youngest visitors (and their caregivers) to 
the natural world. Volunteers delight in showing off all 
the novel elements of the ever-changing “nest” and 
help keep the space inviting and interac- 
tive. If inclined, volunteers also provide 
special programming and lead story time. 
The Nature Nest is a wonderful place to 
experience the wonders of nature and 
childhood, again! 

There’s nothing like working with live 
| animals. The Touch Tidepool offers volun- 
teers the opportunity to present our spine- 

less critters, the invertebrates, to a 

i delighted populace. Volunteers not only 
learn the biological features of the tide- 
) pool inhabitants, but also have the oppor- 
| tunity to educate the public about the 
fragility of these animals and their habi- 
tats. Not for the faint-hearted, tidepool 
volunteers are often surrounded by a large 
crowd eager to ask questions, to see, and 
to touch. Lively, definitely challenging, and never dull, 
volunteering at the tidepool is a premier experience. 


If you are interested in these opportunities or 
would like to hear of others, please call Rosalind 
Henning at (415) 321-8111 or e-mail rhenning@cala- 
cademy.org. 


ACADEMY TRAVEL PROGRAM 


Northern Lands: Greenland, 
Newfoundland, and Labrador 


Aboard the 116-passenger Peregrine Mariner 
With Jack Dumbacher, Ph.D. 
September 2-14, 2005 


This exciting itinerary begins in Kangerlussuaq, 
Greenland above the Arctic Circle, explores Sondre 
Stromfjord, the longest fjord in the world, continues 
down the west coast of Greenland, crosses the 
Labrador Sea, continues south to the French island 
outpost of St. 
Pierre and 
concludes in 
historic St. 
John’s. 
Breathtaking 
scenery, marine 
mammals, 
countless 
seabirds, histor- 
ically significant 
areas and intriguing cultures will all be enjoyed and 
discovered during the intense Arctic summer. 

Cost: $3,990-S6,590 per person (based on double 
occupancy) plus airfare. 


Spring 2005 


Expedition to Burma 


Featuring ten nights on the 
Irrawaddy River aboard the Pandaw II 
(Optional three-night post-trip extension 
to Cambodia to the Temples of Angkor) 
with Douglas Long, Ph.D. 
September 23-October 12, 2005 


This special 
program includes 
segments of the 
Irrawaddy that few 
travelers to Burma 
experience. This 
journey coincides 
with Burma’s high- 
water season, allow- 
ing navigation to 
normally inaccessible villages and towns, aboard 
the Pandaw II, a charming 24-cabin, nineteenth- 
century-design riverboat. The delightful capital city 
of Yangon (Rangoon), bustling Mandalay and stun- 
ning Pagan with its thousands of temples dotting the 
landscape will all be explored. Cost: $7,690-$7,990 
per person (based on double occupancy) plus airfare. 
Single occupancy $11,435-$11,685 plus airfare. 


www.calacademy.org 


China and the Silk Road 


With Nina Jablonski, Ph.D., and George Chaplin 
October 13-30, 2005 


This exclusive itinerary begins in Beijing with an 
exploration of the beauty of the imperial city. The flight 
to Urumagi marks a departure from Han China to the 
cities of the historic Silk Road. A short flight to 
Kashgar takes you to China’s westernmost 
| outpost on the ancient trade route. This tour 
focuses on sites known for their beauty and 
historical importance and seeks to experience 
the life of the 
Chinese beyond 
> the tourist 
images. 

Cost: $5,990 per 
person (based on\* 
double occupancy) plus 
$800 coach airfare per * 


person (San Francisco — Beijing, Shanghai — San 


Francisco). 


ror brochures or further information, please contact 


the Academy Travel Office at (800) 853-9372 or e-mail 
calacademy@hcptravel.com. 


General Information: (415) 321-8000 
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